
September 2011 - Rand  Pg. 1 

David G. Rand - Teaching Statement 
 
In addition to my dedication to research, I am also deeply committed to teaching at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels, as well as outside of the classroom. As an assistant professor, 
excellence in teaching and mentoring will continue to be a key focus for me. 
 
As a lecturer at Harvard University this fall 2011, I am currently teaching a new upper level 
undergraduate course entirely of my own design (I am the sole instructor). The class explores the 
human cooperation, integrating research from social and cognitive psychology, mathematics, 
economics and evolutionary biology. I have structured the course to highlight the various 
controversies in this active field of research, emphasizing the exciting and dynamic nature of the 
scientific process and empowering students to form their own opinions about the issues at hand. 
The course involves lectures, readings from the primary literature, and active discussion sections 
where students critique and debate the readings. A major goal of the course to teach students 
how to evaluate methodologies from different fields, and to explain research findings based on 
mathematical models in an intuitive way that is understandable to students with no math 
background.  
 
In addition to teaching my own class as a lecturer, while a graduate student I was a teaching 
assistant for three classes at Harvard, one at the undergraduate level and two at the graduate 
level. In each, I led discussion and review sections, helped design homework and exams, and 
mentored students on class projects. In the two classes for which student ratings were collected, I 
received a rating of 4.9 and 4.4 out of 5, and received a Derek Bok Center Certificate for 
Distinction in Teaching. To give a further sense of the student response to my teaching, selected 
students comments are included at the end of this document. I also ran a workshop on 
programming in MATLAB at a summer school at the Mediterranean Institute for Life Sciences 
in Split, Croatia in the summer of 2008.  
 
In addition to these experiences in the classroom, I have also co-advised two senior thesis 
students, one of whom won Harvard’s Hoopes Prize for Excellence in the Work of 
Undergraduates. I also co-advised two Ph.D. students, one of whom studied social contagion and 
the other of whom studied reputation and trust. I also mentored two additional undergraduate 
students doing independent research courses, one of which resulted in a peer-reviewed 
publication, and supervised numerous summer research assistants. I find collaborating with 
students to be extremely rewarding, and the excitement of shared discovery and teaching-by-
doing is of my favorite aspects of academic life. 
 
I feel that public education and outreach is also an important role that we play as academics. In 
this vein I have written a popular press piece for the New Scientist about lessons for 
environmental conservation that we have learned from research on cooperation. I have also given 
talks about cooperation to professionals at an international business conference in Orlando, FL, 
to educators and parents at the Boston Museum of Science, and to high school students at 
Belmont High School in Belmont MA. 
 
I greatly enjoy teaching across a wide range of settings, and look forward to a lifetime of 
educating. 
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Sample student comments 
 
Dave was great, and I really liked listening to him speak in lecture since he explained things 
well. He was really helpful outside of class, too. He was my project adviser and he was SO 
helpful in offering feedback and replying to e-mails - I really appreciated it and I think that's the 
reason I got so much out of the final project. 
 
Dave was great. Very enthusiastic and funny. He always seemed happy to hear student's thoughts 
and questions on the material. 
 
Dave is one of the nicest TFs I've ever had. he responds quickly to emails and gives long 
responses. He listens to issues, talks to people. helps whenever he can. Really great person. Yay 
Dave! 
 
Dave's lectures and presentations were always really fun to watch and very informative. He's 
obviously very passionate about the material, and I looked forward to his entertaining, 
informative talks. 
 
Dave was great! He was very helpful in explaining the material, the math, and why it was 
interesting and important. 
 


